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in Jesus Christ." If the man who was induced to pronounce the
magic words was the head of a household, the missionaries
claimed every member of the family as Christians and soon they
could boast about three hundred converts.

Soon enough the new Christians discovered they had been
misled; they had to pay taxes just the same, had become unde-
sirable to their communities, and were being boycotted. In
Mengwi, where the missionaries had their greatest success, the
authorities refused to release converts from their duties, bringing
endless conflict with the village and water-distribution boards;
lawsuits developed and trouble began. In many villages regula-
tions were written into the local laws to the effect that those who
were unfaithful to the Balinese religion were to be declared
" dead "; meetings were held to discuss the possibility of banish-
ing the converts to remote places like Djimbrana, together with
" other criminals/' The Christians had also become deeply con-
cerned when they found out that they could not dispose of their
dead, because they were not permitted to bury them in the village
cemeteries and all the other available lands were either ricefields
or wild places. At times the situation became tense and near-
riots took place. The alarmed village heads reasoned with some
converts and succeeded in bringing back a number of them to
the old faith.

Typical is the story of Pan Luting, a convert village headman
who had helped the missionaries to increase their fold. He re-
pented, claiming he had been deceived, and being a topeng actor
of repute, in his performances of masked dramas he now never
misses an opportunity to poke fun at the missionaries and to ex-
press his joy at not being a Christian any longer. Another soul
was lost to the missionaries when a young convert discovered that
the venereal disease he suffered from did not disappear when he
pronounced the magic formula: " I believe in Jesus Christ/* as he
had thought it would. Again, a convert who felt himself at
the point of death quickly renounced his new faith when the vil-
lage medicine-man refused to treat him, claiming that his magic